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conserve prairie biodiversity. Anthony and Jenkins remind us that this human dimension is usually the most
difficult to tackle, and that success requires visionary
leadership. Curtis Freese, Northern Great Plains Program, World Wildlife Fund.

Global Warming in the 21st Century. Volume 1: Our
Evolving Climate Crisis; Volume 2: Melting Ice and
Warming Seas; Volume 3: Plants and Animals in Peril. By Bruce E. Johansen. Westport, CT: Praeger, 2006.
xxvii, xxiv, xxiv + 833 pp. Photographs, color plates, references, selected bibliography, index. $275.00 cloth.
There is compelling evidence that Planet Earth is
on the path to an era of global warming that has serious implications for the well-being of both people and
nature. This three-volume synthesis of literature will be
a marvelous place for both the public and new scholars
interested in global warming to begin their pursuit of the
subject. The author captures the best of the scientific literature and press materials appearing in recent years. The
utility of these volumes as a resource for gaining a broad
background or pursuing a particular aspect of global
warming is enhanced by Johansen's talent for explaining
with clarity a vast and rapidly growing subject.
The user of these three volumes will find an excellent index to any subject matter of special interest. The
literature resources are primarily drawn from the leading
national and international professional publications and
news media. The student writing a first research paper on
global warming or the journalist looking for background
materials will find here a guide to the best sources of
knowledge. The author's focus is appropriately on the
science and potential impacts of climate variability and
change. The materials on solutions are necessarily less
ambitious in both depth and coverage. Many current
strategies proposed to reduce future impacts of climate
change remain too fuzzy and ambiguous to accommodate
incompatible beliefs and political positions.
Financial support for research on global warming has
been almost totally dedicated to work in the physical and
natural sciences. We must hope that when the social sciences receive equivalent funding to undertake research
and publish results relevant to political, economic, and
ethical issues, Johansen will take up the challenge of
updating and expanding his important contribution to
our understanding of global warming in the 21st century.
Robert Harriss, Houston Advanced Research Center,
The Woodlands, Texas.
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Harvest for Hope: A Guide to Mindful Eating. By
Jane Goodall with Gary McAvoy and Gail Hudson. New
York: Warner Books, 2005. xxiv + 296 pp. Photographs,
resources. $24.95 cloth, $14.99 paper.
One of the world's preeminent experts on primate
behavior, author Jane Goodall now invests her boundless
energy traveling and speaking about conservation. After
years of studying chimpanzees in the Gombe National
Park in Tanzania, Goodall found their very existence
threatened by poachers, by encroachment of farming
into their habitat, and by global forces far from their wild
environment. She is now on a mission to inform the public
about what is wrong with our society and its impact on
the planet. Harvest for Hope catalogs the problems and
provides practical solutions.
Where Goodall excels, with the help of cowriters
Gary McAvoy and Gail Hudson, is in bringing her years
of rich experience and observations of primates and
other species in the wild to help explain human behavior.
There are striking differences between humans and other
species, yet she provides insight about our own origins
through descriptions of primate tool making, social activities, and survival of the group. Marveling at what we
have lost, including our contact with nature, Goodall is
concerned about overconsumption, recognizing that we
are subject to the same resource constraints and problems
of overpopulation that we describe for other species.
These are valuable lessons for people in an overcrowded
world.
This is not an objective and totally scientific exploration of the problems that face current society and its
survival. Critics of the book could easily point to the
grudging recognition of the impacts of the Green Revolution on food production and many people's lives, to the
occasional inaccuracies in facts and interpretations, and
to the almost religious promotion of organic and nonindustrial alternatives to current commercial agriculture
and a global food system. But to dismiss the book on these
grounds would be to miss an important message. Our species is on a road to disaster unless we acknowledge and
act on the overriding challenges that face us in developing
a sustainable food supply and society.
Those who dwell in the Great Plains will recognize
Goodall's descriptions of challenges brought by industrial agriculture-chemical contamination and overuse
of water, problems of waste management in confined
animal operations, and loss of people from the countryside, among others. Many would dispute her concerns
about GMO crops or overmechanization of agriculture.

Book Reviews

Others could point to a certain naivete about solutions to
problems and an overenthusiasm about organic agriculture and local food systems. But this is where visionaries
make valuable contributions to change.
Jane Goodall provides in each chapter a concluding
section called "What You Can Do" where she describes
the steps each person can take at the local level to make
a positive change. It is refreshing to read a message of
hope and to find concrete things each of us can do in our
own lives to make a difference. It is this optimism that
permeates the book and makes it a valuable resource for
concerned citizens. Perhaps most interesting of all is the
origin of the author's own concerns from observing chimpanzees and extrapolating from their habitat and future
plight to our own. Beyond alerting us to the vulnerabilities of living in a fragile and unpredictable environment,
this useful book is a call to action by a scientist whose
life and achievements demonstrate what can be done.
Charles A. Francis, Department ofAgronomy and Horticulture, University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

The Search for a Common Language: Environmental
Writing and Education. Edited by Melody Graulich
and Paul Crumbley. Logan: Utah State University Press,
2005. viii + 202 pp. Notes. $17.95 paper.
This edited collection grew out of a symposium held
at Utah State University in Logan in 2002. According to
the editors, the symposium's purpose was to "publicly explore the particular ways environmental writing educates
the public through a fusion of science and literary expression." The Search for a Common Language achieves that
purpose by including short prose pieces-ranging from
memoirs, essays on specific locations, and scientific papers-as well as poetry on natural themes. The range of
topics and genres and the inclusion of poetry provide a
variety of ways to talk about the environment and reach
out to different audiences to educate them about the natural world.
Carolyn Tanner Irish's "Preliminary Reflections" and
Helmut Grassl's discussion of science and public policy
offer broad perspectives. Irish proposes that we cultivate
both a sense of wonder at the natural world and a sense
of judgment regarding the ways we are responsible for
it. Grassl suggests that scientists need to do a better job
engaging with the media and the political process, taking
responsibility for educating the public. These themes of
ethics and public education resonate in many of the other
essays that focus on specific places and the lessons they
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offer. From Jennifer Price's description of the restoration
of the Los Angeles River, to Kent Ryden's reading of an
abandoned New England farmscape, these writers find
a common language by "reading" a local landscape as a
text.
While many of the writers deal with the Southwest
and the Rocky Mountains, some focus on the environment of the Great Plains. Dan Flores, for example, links
the history of the Great Plains and the Rocky Mountains,
arguing that together they form a "dream landscape" in
American history. The Great Plains, Flores suggests, has
been our great experiment in a massively altered landscape, and also the great experiment with privatization,
whereas the Rocky Mountains serve as America's experiment with communal land. Flores believes a solution to
current problems might be to emphasize our intrinsic love
of life processes, what Edmund Wilson calls "biophilia."
This collection might serve as a supplement to a course
in environmental studies, as the variety of texts opens up
many avenues for discussion. The poems complement the
essays thematically and serve as a reminder that aesthetic
appeals are as important as scientific information to our
conversations about the environment. Denise Tillery, Department ofEnglish, University ofNevada, Las Vegas.

This Land: A Guide to Central National Forests. By
Robert H. Mohlenbrock. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2006. xvi + 389 pp. Maps, color photographs,
illustrations, index of plant names, general index. $24.95
paper.
Robert Mohlenbrock's guide to the national forests of
the central U.S. provides the traveling naturalist with a
wealth of information on the wide array of national forest
lands in the heart of the country. Part of a three-volume
series of field guides, this volume covers the states of
Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska,
New Mexico, South Dakota, Texas, and Wyoming. While
most of the forests are along the western and eastern
borders of the Great Plains, readers will find a detailed
travelog for a National Forest within a day's drive of
most areas within the region. While not the focus of this
volume, a brief mention of the National Grasslands of the
Great Plains would have made it more comprehensive for
the traveling naturalist.
The book is organized by state and by forest, comprehensive in detail, but well indexed to assist the reader.
From the swampland of Kisatchie National Forest in Louisiana to the spruce fir forests of Montana, Mohlenbrock
© 2007 Center for Great Plains Studies, University of Nebraska-Lincoln

